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of speculation, but this very consideration of that great
commandment, does not press forward as soon as many do,
to undergo, but keeps off with a sacred reverence and
religious advisement how best to undergo, not taking thought
of being late, so it give advantage to be more fit, for those
that were latest lost nothing when the master of the vineyard
came to give each one his hire . . . Yet that you may see that
I am something suspicious of myself, and do take notice of a
certain belatedness in me, I am the bolder to send you some
of my nightward thoughts, some while since, because they
come in not altogether unfitly, made up in a Petrarchian
stanza,- which I told you of.' This was followed by the
Sonnet * On his being arrived at the age of 23,' the second
of Milton's Sonnets, written in December, 1631. *
1. 24. Milton left Cambridge in July 1632, after taking his
Master's degree, and lived at Horton from that time to
April 1638. Horton is near Colnbrook.
1. 27. One of Milton's commonplace books was printed
by the Camden Society in 1877. The number of authors
referred to by him in its pages is very considerable, including
not merely classical authors, but mediaeval and modern
historians. Copies of Euripides, Lycophron, and Aratus,
read and annotated by Milton during these years, have also
survived. (Masson, Life of Milton, i. 568.)
1. 31. John Egerton, first Earl of Bridge water, was ap-
pointed in June, 1631, President of the Council of Wales
and the Marches. 'Comus/ though acted in" 1634, was
not published till 1637, when it was entitled simply 'A
Maske presented at Ludlow, Castle, 1634, on Michaelmas
night.' The name of * Comus' was not given to it until it
appeared amongst Milton's poems in the volume published
in 1645.
P. 7,1. 4. Ovid, Amores, Bk. III. ix. 25.
1. 8. Edward King was admitted to Christ's College June
9, 1626, and, like Milton, had Chappell for his tutor. He
was made fellow by a royal mandate in June 1630, and was
drowned at sea on August 10, 1637, off the coast of Cheshire.
A collection of memorial verses was published t by his